By: Dr. Hafiz Abdur Rahman Aejaz

ISNA PR, -Sighting the Hilal (ru’yah) is not an act of ‘ibadah in itself; it is rather a
means to know with certainty about the beginning of the new month related to Islamic
‘Ibadat.”

e  Words of remembrance related to clothing and dressing
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Words upon seeing clouds about to join to together
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Words upon hearing the Sounds of Thunder
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What to say when Winds become strong
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When it Rains, one should say
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After Rainfall, one says
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Upon seeing the New Moon, one says
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When One sees the Moonrise, one says
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And many more words of remembrance. Db

#
Wbaadah’

' " -Sighting the Hilal
(ru’yah) is not an act of ‘ibadah in itself;”.
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-1t is a means to achieve the goal of certainty, as was elaborated above. Now if the
goal of certainty could be achieved through a different and more accurate method,
then, following such a method will be as Islamic as sighting the Moon with the naked
eyes. They believe that currently astronomical calculations are more precise than the

sighting method.”
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Ramadan 1427 — First of Fasting September 23, 2006
Eidul Fitr 1427 - First of Shawwal October 23, 2006
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5. “Perhaps these are the reasons that Mustafa al-Zarqa is most amazed that a good
number of present day conservative jurists are so much adamant about not accepting
the astronomical calculations in confirming or negating the month of Ramadan while
they are using the same calculations in acts of worship which are far more important
in significance as well as frequency such as daily prayers.”
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“The Prophetic commandment asking to depend only upon the actual sighting came
also with the specified reasons for doing so elaborated by the same text. The specified
reason was that the Ummah of that time did not know how to write or calculate. And
the cause and effect always go hand in hand. Now, when the Ummah has come out of

its unlettered status and started writing and calculating”.
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subtle attack
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-The Sharia’h had required sighting at the times
when the Ummah was mostly unlettered and mostly ignorant in the fields of
astronomy and other sciences related to attaining the authentic calculations.”

+ ' # -other sciences related to attaining the authentic
calculations”,
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-and mostly ignorant in the fields of astronomy
and other sciences related to attaining the authentic calculations.”
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J -He further argues that the birth of the new Moon is the beginning of the new month C

A
"

$CC/ " # 1

L “The criterion is moon birth before 12:00 Noon (GMT)”
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