In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
 

Sha’ban 28, 1427
Sept. 22, 2006
 

Muslims are united to follow the Qur’an and Sunnah
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Islam!
Assalaamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullah wa Barakatuhu
 

Al-Hamdulillah, we are pleased to share some very good news with you regarding the beginning of Islamic months particularly Ramadan and Dhul Hijjah according to the Hilal sighting in North America. Overwhelming majority of Muslims in the US and Canada and major national and regional organizations have rejected pre-determined dates for the Ramadan and other Islamic months decided by the Fiqh Council and endorsed by ISNA and Muslims are going with the Hilal sighting in North America. An updated list of Masaji/Islamic Centers and organizations will be available by Tuesday, Sept. 26, 2006 at: http://www.hilalsighting.org/member_masjid.htm 
    
** We attach a paper written on the significance of Hilal sighting by our beloved brother and most respected scholar in North America Shaikh Hamza Yusuf for your perusal. It is a masterpiece on the said topic. (Link can be found on: www.zaytuna.org)
 

** In a conference call (Sept 19), Imam Siraj Wahhaj (MANA), Imam Asim (Imam Jamil’s community), Imam Warith Deen Mohammad (via e-mail), and Dr. Khurshid Khan (ICNA) have rejected the Fiqh Council’s “Ijtihad”. They have told Dr. Ingrid Mattson, the President of ISNA that they will follow the North American Hilal sighting. 
 

** It has been learnt that the Fiqh Council of North America made its “Ijtihad” about going with “calculations” without consulting and even sharing their “research” with all their members of their own Council. One of them and in fact the most prominent member, Shaikh Mukhtar Maghraui who was kept in dark till the decision was made public. After the decision, he got the copy of the paper written by Dr. Zulfiqar Ali Shah, with which he disagrees. He has submitted his resignation to Dr. Muhammad Nur Abdullah of the Fiqh Council. 
 

** Unfortunately, ISNA also did not consult with all members of their highest consultative body, Majlis Ash-Shura. It is learnt that at least three or four members were not consulted or disagree with the Fiqh Council’s decision, including Br. Qaiser Imam, Br. Kareem Irfan, and Sr. Ameena Jandali. Furthermore, ISNA’s financial and human resources and website is being used (abused) by the Fiqh Council to propagate their decision and explanations. Unfortunately, there is NO accountability from the ISNA leadership and Shura members. 
 

** Muslim communities in ALL major cities in the US and Canada have overwhelmingly rejected the FCNA/ISNA “Fatwa” including New York, Chicago, Houston, Dallas, Atlanta, Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver, Philadelphia, Sacramento, San Jose, and Detroit. 
 

We sincerely urge the Fiqh Council of North America and ISNA to reconsider their decision about following calculations for the beginning of Islamic months. Their decision, which has no basis in the Shari’ah, has created division in the Muslim community. Moreover, they are negating the Sunnah of our beloved Prophet Muhammad (Sallahu Alaihi wa Sallam) about sighting the Hilal for beginning the Islamic months. 
 

Prophet (s) said: 'I commend you to be fearful of Allah …any among you who live will see much disagreement, so you must hold to my Sunna and the Sunna of the rightly-guided and guiding khalifs. Hold onto it with your teeth. Beware of new matters. Every innovation is misguidance." [Abu Dawud and at-Tirmidhi]
 

Today, Friday is 29th of Sha’ban and astronomically also there is no possibility of Hilal (crescent moon) sighting in North America. We will see the Hilal tomorrow, Saturday and accordingly Muslims will begin their blessed month of Ramadan on Sunday or Monday, Insha Allah.  
 

We pray may Allah give us Tawfeeq and courage to follow the teachings of the Qur’an and Sunnah of Prophet (s). Aameen
 

Wassalaam
The team of
Hilal Sighting Committee of North America
