RESPONSE TO DR. MUZAMMIL SIDDIQUI’S FAQ

Q1. What about the Qur’anic ayah that says, 

فَمَن شَهِدَ مِنكُمُ الشَّهْرَ فَلْيَصُمْهُ  (لابقرة 185)

So every one of you who is present (at his home) during that month should spend it in fasting (Al-Baqarah 2:185)


Does it not mean that one must see the crescent?

A1.  The word “shahida” does not always mean “to see.” It has four different meaning. It means: 


a) to see

b) to be present

c) to know

d) to testify and announce

We cannot translate this ayah to mean “Whosoever see the month must fast,” because month is time and time cannot be seen. Secondly if Allah would have said that “whosoever see the crescent must fast,” then fasting would be obligatory on only those who see the moon. Most of the commentators of the Qur’an have  taken it mean “to be present (residing at home, not traveling) during the month. 

Hafiz Aejaz :  All the meanings that  you have enumerated are true. This verse is not discussing about the beginning or ending of the month. It is saying that whosoever is healthy and not traveling must fast in the month of Ramadan. The emphasis is on the fasting in the month of Ramadan not the beginning or ending of the month. The people who are exempted from the fasting in the month of Ramadan are the sick and the travelers (as the later part of the verse says). Those who are healthy and residents (not traveling) are the people who must fast during the month of Ramadan and to include the meaning of " Shahida" (to see ) healthy and residents ( not travelers ) have greater chance of joining the crowd to testify and announce about the crescent.
It is not required that every one should see the moon to fast but whoever is present in good state of health and a resident of his place must fast during the month of Ramadan.

Q2.
The Prophet –peace be upon him- said “Fast with its sighting…” and in another Hadith he is reported to have said that “Do not fast until you see it.”  So how can you say that seeing the crescent is not required?

A2.
The same expressions are used in the Qur’an for daily prayers “Establish regular prayers with the declining of the sun till the darkness of night…”(17:78) but we do not observe the decline of the Sun or the darkness of the night. We rather use our watches. The same expression is also used for starting and ending our fast when Allah said, “Eat and drink until the white thread is clear from the black thread and complete your fast until the night.” (2:187), but we use nowadays our watches to start and end our fasts.  This shows that a mechanism can be used to calculate the movement of the Sun. If this can be done for the Sun, why it cannot be done for the Moon?  Allah told us that both of them move according to set patterns (al-Rahman 55:5) and both of them are made to learn counting and to make calendar (Yunus 105).

Hafiz  Aejaz : Perhaps this is the strongest evidence from Quran for the calculation theory supporters.  ( 17: 18 and 55:5 ).
Prayer timings and pre-dawn meal ( Sushur ) have a range. ( It has a definite beginning and a definite ending  ) . By using watches we are with in the range while sighting of the moon is either yes or no , either begin or don’t begin. Mathematically it is 0 or 1. 

Prayer timings and Suhur are based on solar workings. Here we are dealing with " ranges " and " shadows ". While in case of moon there are no " shadows " and no "ranges". 
More over no one denies that  we can not use sun or moon for calculation but we are differing from the point of calculation. You are starting calculation from the conjunction and no sight ability we are starting the calculation from sightability.

For example we can not have more than 12 months as Allah has fixed the number of months in  a year and Allah's prophet has fixed the number of days in a month to be 29 or 30. There can not be 28 or 31 days in a month. This is the counting we mean not the counting from GMT. So Allah's' prophet has also fixed the starting point of the month by saying fast when you see it ( start the month of Ramadan by seeing it and do not start if you don’t see it. ) As we can not have more than 12 months in a year and more than 30 days and less than 29 days in a month the same way we can not start the month by using calculation from conjecture with GMT. As the starting point of counting the month is seeing the crescent.
Q 3. 
By using calculation, you are going against the “majority of the Jurists (jumhur al-fuqaha’). 

A 2.
Jumhur did not forbid the calculation because calculation in this matter was forbidden according to the Shari’ah. They forbad it because they believed that it was not a reliable method. They did not trust the astronomers and some of them thought that astronomers use the same methods of superstition and conjectures that astrologers use.  We know that this is not the case and astronomical science is now highly developed

Hafiz Aejaz : They forbad the calculation because they understood the Hadith correctly. It is Sumu liruyatihi not lihisabihi . 

Mathematics of calculation of new moon in its present form is very old and they were aware of it. They clearly understood the difference of birth of the new moon and the visibility issue. Conjecture with GMT can be computed but the visibility can not be predicted as many factors are involved most predominating the Mashiyyatullah.
Q 4.  
Is this not a bid’ah i.e. innovation in religion?

A 4.  
No, this is not a “bid’ah.”  The definition of “bid’ah” isالإحداث في الدين “introducing something new in religion.” It is not  الإحداث للدين  “introducing something new for the sake of religion.”  We are not adding anything new in Islam; we are only using new knowledge to observe the rules of the Shari’ah. It is like using loudspeakers for the Salat. When loudspeakers came and people wanted to use them, some people also objected that it was “bid’ah”; but now they are used universally without any question.

Hafiz Aejaz :            I will not say it is " introducing something new in the religion" (  ahdas fiddin  ) because I know the temperature of this word. I will say it is immature effort of Ijtihad. You postulated at first that you want to prove the calculation theory to be true and then you went on to find the evidences from Quran and Hadith. Through out all the argument it is very evident and only a blind can deny it. What is required from us as a Muslim is  to listen and follow  The example of loudspeaker is irrelevant because loudspeakers do not change the words that the speaker is saying. There was no change in the structure and criteria. Here the change is in the  definition of the criteria not in  the application of  it. While FC of ISNA is  of  the opinion that there is no change in its criteria but there is  a change in its' application.
This is the reason you came up with the management jargon of means and goals.

Q 5.  
Is this not against the Sunnah?

A 5.  
It would have been against the Sunnah, if we said that we should use solar calendar instead of lunar calendar or mix the solar and lunar calendars. It would have been against the Sunnah if we said that Ramadan should be in winter only or during summer holidays. We are strictly following the Sunnah, actually we can say that by using calculations we are using a more accurate method of following the Sunnah.

Hafiz Aejaz : I will not say it is against the Sunnah as you are not introducing the Solar month. I will say it is deviation from Sunnah. You are "squeezing" the verses and the Hadith to give the meaning that suits to the calculation theory. You are changing the criteria for beginning and ending of the month.
Q 6.  
Are you not dividing the Ummah by introducing this method?

A 6.  
People are already divided because they cannot agree on one method of sighting the crescent and there are always disputes about who saw it and where and how many etc. Now this is the scientific method and this will help people become more objective and accurate and this will unite the Ummah, not immediately but in near future.

Hafiz Aejaz : The Ummah was divided and you divided it further and more deeply, profoundly and permanently and you left Ummah in a state of utter confusion with your calculation theory. You claim that it will unite Ummah in the 

near future, ( Do  you have  any pre-determine idea of this near future.? ) is very weak as in the past some scholars proposed the theory of calculation but they themselves could not follow their own theory and they always went with the majority of the Ummah. 

Time is the real test and let us see who will prevail and Ummah can not agree on the wrong things. Already more than 90 % of the Ummah has declined it in this most advanced country where you find the most learned people of the Muslim world.

Do you find any better place than America where this theory could work.?

If this is rejected here tooth and nail what about the other places of the world.


Could you please take few moments to calculate that " Near Future" that you are talking about.

Q 7.  
Watching the moon is easy; calculations are difficult and you are making the Ummah dependant on the astronomers.

A 7.  
It is more difficult for people now a days to watch the crescent. Most people prefer to know about it by making a telephone call or checking through the internet.  Easy and difficult are relative terms. Things that were easy are not difficult and things that were difficult at one time are now easy. In the old days it was easy to go out and check the sunrise and sunset for your daily prayers but now using the watches and timetables is easy. No one says that we make people dependant on watches; because watches are easily available. Similarly, it is very easy to find out today about the phases of the Moon through your daily news papers or checking through the internet. Those who live in areas where these facilities are not available they can use what is easy for them.

Hafiz Aejaz :  Of course the term " Easy and difficult " are relative terms but no one follows Islam just because it is difficult or easy but one follows Islam to please Allah through the established sunnah of the prophet. In other words according to you one should start the month by sighting  if one lives in an under developed country and one should go by calculation if one lives in a country like US. This is what you mean by " easy and difficult " are relative terms.

Q 8.
The Prophet –peace be upon him- told us that we should make a du’a after sighting the crescent, now how can we say our du’a?

A 8.
According to scholars Hilal is not necessarily the crescent of the first night. Some say that first seven nights of the month are the nights of Hilal. So whenever you see the crescent you make the du’a.  Du’a is also recommended. If you did not make du’a by sighting the crescent, your fast is still valid. Du’a is recommended for every month when you see the crescent, not only for the month of Ramadan.

Hafiz Aejaz:  This is another attempt of customizing the Hadith for calculation theory. The scholars those who say that first seven nights of the month are Hilal usually they are linguists. They are not Muhadditheen ( at least  I am not aware of it ). 

Here the Dua is not referring to the first seven nights of the month but for 1st night of the month. Whoever  is familiar with the style of the Hadith will testify that here what is meant is the first night of the month as the month begins with 1st night of  Hilal. The intention of the  statement that you can say the Dua whenever you see is to include the person in to the blessings  that he should not become void  ( mahroom ) of this reward.  This Dua also indicates that one should make an attempt to see the Hilal every month. Here in this  Hadith Ihtimam ( preparation to see the Hilal  ) is intended. 
Q 9.
Why are you doing this now, why you did not do it 50 years ago?  

A 9.
We have been discussing this for a long time. I have been working with the Moon sighting committee for the past 30 years and most of the time saw Muslims in America divided on this subject. We had to find a solution that can unite us and help us to move forward inshallah. May Allah help us.

Hafiz Aejaz: It is very nice that Dr Sahib has been involved with the moon sighting committee for the past 30 years but ISNA has changed its' position several times. You might change your position again as you have been inconsistent. What you are describing today as exact and 100% correct method of calculation ( that has not been made public ) will definitely change tomorrow but the sighting fact will never change. Tomorrow you might have another criteria and we do not need any criteria. We follow the criteria of  prophet Mohammed (PBUH) see the crescent , start the month and end the month ---  in its primary meaning ---  with out going to allegorical meaning to squeeze the meaning  to prove the calculation theory.
Q 10.  Are you liberal Muslims?  Is this a special madhhab that you are creating in America? Will all Madhahib agree on this position?

A 10.
The members of the Fiqh Council are well known Muslims whose knowledge and services to the Ummah are well known. We do not make big claims but we do fear Allah and wish to follow His Messenger’s Sunnah to the best of our knowledge and capacity. We are not creating any new Madhhab and our members belong to various Madhahib and alhamdulillah they all agree on this procedure for determining the Islamic dates.

Hafiz Aejaz:  It is gratifying to note that FC  members of  ISNA fear Allah and wish to follow Sunnah. We also appreciate the great services that you had done to the Ummah in this country. We have not lost hope in you. We respect you and love you. We are just saying that this is where you went wrong. Why don’t you reconsider it and retract it as  more than 90% of the Ummah in this advanced country of the word 
has rejected it so strongly. No one would have followed it if some Masajids were not controlled by ISNA members and sympathiers.
